I6                     Pope Pius XI
Refusing to surrender his dominions he was dragged into
exile, though over eighty years of age, across the Alps as
far as Valence on the Rhone, where he died of his hard-
ships.
A year after the death of Pius VI, his successor,
Pius VII, was elected at a Conclave held in Venice. He
crowned Napoleon and with the Emperor's aid restored
and re-modelled the Church in France, but refusing to
bend to all the great Emperor's wishes, he too was led in
captivity from Rome and treated with harshness and little
respect. Later he returned to Rome and died in peace.
The next Pius, Pius VIII, reigned only one year, during
which, however, he saw Catholic Emancipation in Groat:
Britain. Pius IX was the last Papal Sovereign to rule,
when he was forced into the Vatican in 1870, but he, was
also responsible for the Vatican Council that declared the
infallibility of the Pope and placed his spiritual authority
on a far higher level than the Papal temporal power had
ever been.
Pius X was the Pope who died broken-hearted in
August 1914, a few days after he had seen, in spite of all
his efforts, the starting of the Great War, It should be
remembered that he was responsible for driving out all
forms of modernism from the Catholic Church, and
though a simple and most religious man, he can be looked
upon in many ways as a most reactionary Pontiff.
It was to all these names that Pius XI succeeded in x92 2,
as the two hundred and sixtieth Pope since the clays of
St Peter.
As he went away to pray and rest after the strain of bis
election, another man, still only the leader of one of the
many parties in Italy, was standing in the throng in the